University of Glasgow: Graduation in Medicine.?At the autumn graduation in medicine, which took place on 11th
October, twenty-four graduands, of whom four were ladies, were admitted to the ranks of the profession. The number was unusually small on account of the circumstance that many members of the year had taken their degrees at the special graduation ceremony held at the close of the summer session.
Principal Sir Donald MacAlister presided, and at the close of the proceedings addressed the graduates and students upon their duty in the present crisis. He said that to those of them who had approved themselves to be qualified surgeons, and were now entering the King's service at this time, he wished God-speed in the name of the University. He knew how urgent was the call for good officers in the medical service, and he knew that the best were not too good for the work that had to be done. They were proud that they had promptly answered the call. By that response they had already given an earnest of their quality. They believed that it would stand the test, the searching test, of practice in the field. Their example would reinforce the call the country was making to their fellow-students in their own and other Faculties. Many of them were striving to fit themselves for a share in the high trust now committed to them, that they might share also in the honour that was rightly paid to spontaneous patriotic service.
Some he knew were almost impatient at times of the training and testing that were the necessary guarantees of their efficiency.
But their time would come soon, and meanwhile they must be content with the assurance that, in the opinion of the supreme authority, they also were serving the country who were strenuously preparing themselves for its medical service. In the commissioned ranks of that service there was no place for the unskilled; and it was in the commissioned ranks that more and more fit men were required. For some of the new armies already in being the full complement of young surgeons had still to be found. Every qualified man of the right sort, who could be spared from civil duty or turned out as a trained surgeon by the schools, would be wanted, and wanted soon.
That was the message he had received from the War Office, and he commended it to all students of medicine who were nearing the end of their curriculum. What they had still to learn in practical medicine and surgery was the most immediately important of all their studies. Any relaxation of diligence or discipline, which impaired their knowledge of these subjects and delayed their qualification, amounted to a failure in their duty to the nation. They could no longer regard it as a matter that concerned themselves alone. It had wider and more perilous issues than any that were merely personal. The conscience of the student-body would, he knew, be keenly sensitive to the responsibility thus laid upon it by the country's danger; and he was persuaded that the students of this critical year would not be found wanting in the qualities of loyalty and earnestness that had characterised those whom the University had sent, and was now sending, to the country's succour.
They began the session with a diminished staff and depleted resources; but, notwithstanding all, they were determined to carry on with energy the indispensable work of " preparation for service." That was the special function assigned to them by the nation in this crisis. It would not be easy work for any of them?it would certainly be anxious work?but with good courage and good-will on the part of all, teachers and students alike, it could be accomplished; and he believed it could be accomplished in such wise that the second year of the great war would be marked hereafter as a great year in the University's history. The 
